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April 2009
COMMODORE CALLING 

 Phew ! That was fast.  The Closing Cruise this Sunday, 5 April, is on us already to mark the end of the sailing season and it will soon be Prize Giving and AGM time on 21 June. (According to our constitution, this must take place in June each year).  So it is not too soon to begin thinking of the new season and of building on what has been a very, very successful 2008/09 season at GLYC.

Dinghy sailing all over is taking strain, so George Lakes can be very proud of the fact that we still seem to be bucking the trend.   A relatively small club we remain, but an active one with a regular fleet of between 15 and 20 boats on the water each Sunday, with the sailing school going great guns, with a pleasing growth of new members and with plenty of just as important cruising and braaing activity taking place.

What is it, one may ask, that makes for a successful sailing club?  The answer is very clearly the people who are willing to give back more than they receive.  Such as all those members who have offered time and help to keep our grounds and our buildings in good shape. Like the Rees family who have brought their garden helper down to the club,  mid week, to help with moving boats so that the grass can be properly cut.  Or Peter Eckford who single-handed has rebuilt our jetty to make it safe again.   Even old timers like Bill Turner or younger timers like Malcolm have been spotted in the Ladies’ Changing room. No not what you might think, but helping to finish off painting and to check on the installation of eclectic lights.  Of course all of these little jobs, and I could quote many more examples, could have been done by professionals. But then our club subscriptions would have to go up and we would run the risk of losing our valuable family atmosphere.

So looking forward to the 2009/10 season which will soon be upon us, what can you do to make sure we keep riding the crest of the wave   First and foremost is to get willing helpers voted onto your club committee, as happened last year, and for those who are not the committee type, to continue to contribute where they can. 

You will in due course be receiving notification of our AGM and the usual invitation to nominate office bearers for the next season but it is not too soon to begin to think of who is new in the club and can be drawn in to spread the load.  This is also a good time for the same newcomers to chat to those in the know, such as a current committee members, to find out what skills will be needed and where they feel they can contribute.  Not than any reward can be expected other than the satisfaction of doing your bit and being ready to take the inevitable criticism that will come your way. (Since we are all just “human beings” such criticism is par for the course and should be viewed as useful feed back.)

For those who do not already know this, our constitution has been very carefully designed to get just the right mix of abilities on our GLYC committee.  The President and his three Flag Officers form an experienced executive with clear functions.  The President is not required to attend meetings but is expected to give guidance.  The Commodore is ex-officio the CEO of the club and must chair all of its committee meetings.  The Vice Commodore is responsible for House and Grounds, while the Rear Commodore handles all sailing matters.  All these are key positions and the Constitution requires that at least two of the three Flag Officers (Commodore, Vice Commodore and Rear Commodore) must have been on the committee for at least one year to learn the ropes first.  

Apart from other very obvious key roles played by the Secretary and by the Treasurer on the GLYC committee, there is provision for a Bosun (looks after our committee boat & rescue craft), a PRO (to handle publicity and the recruitment of new members), a Steward (to supervise the galley) and a Development Officer (to handle training issues).  Outside the club committee there are other equally important positions to be filled each year such as the Bridge Officers and Rescue Personnel if they can be found and then a team of Duty Officers to handle the logistics of Sunday racing. 

So there is no shortage of possible niches that can be filled by anybody keen to contribute actively to the club and its smooth running.  Why not let it be known early that you would like to become more involved by approaching either myself as Commodore or any other committee member? They will willingly help to see that the necessary formalities of nomination are complied with when the time is ripe.
Dave Jones – Commodore
SNIPPETS

DATES TO DIARISE

****Sunday 5 April 2009:  Closing Cruise****
Members are invited to attend the Closing Cruise this Sunday and join fellow members and invited guests in the following programme (Times are approximate!)

12:30   Lunch will be on sale as usual

13:30:  The “Commodore’s Revenge” fun race will be sailed

            CLOSING CRUISE IMMEDIATELY AFTER RACE
15:00   Tea will be on sale

16:00   RECEPTION with snacks and drinks (please remember to bring a plate of grub!)

            Bring and Braai – Fires will be lit.

10-13 April 2009:  W Cape Championships: Saldanha Bay
25-27 April 2009:  GP14 Nationals: Mossel Bay

01-03 May 2009:   Fireball Nationals: Milnerton Aquatic Club
****Sunday 21 June 2009:  Annual General Meeting and Prizegiving****
Early warning that the AGM and Prizegiving will be held on mid-winter’s day at the Club, starting at 12:00.   More details and the formal documents will follow closer to the time.

BRING THOSE TROPHIES BACK!
Much as you hate to part with that gleaming trophy on the mantelpiece, it’s time to give it a last polish and return it to the Club.   Bring them along to the Closing Cruise and hand them to the Rear Commodore, Malcolm Osborne.   Who knows – you might be able to collect them again at the Prizegiving on 21 June!
FOR SAIL

The Club has three Club Oppies for sale.   If you are interested in purchasing one, please contact the Secretary.

PARKS BOARD CHARGES
The Commodore has written to SANParks expressing concern about the possible fee increase and the fact that discounts for pensioners will be discontinued.    Our old SANParks stickers became outdated on 31 March 2009, but no new stickers are yet available.  We hope the Commodore’s representations will bear fruit in the near future.
WATCH YOUR REAR!
(Report from the Rear Commodore)
The 2008 / 2009 sailing season is rapidly coming to a close, with only the closing cruise left on the programme.

I would like to thank our Race Officers, Rod Farrell (with his trusty recorder Thelma) and Jeremy Dee for running our bridges during this season. Also to all those who assisted with our rescue duties – Dimitri Divaris, Dave Manley, Chandre Gould & Helet, Gerhard Olivier and Mark & Jeannie Taljard.

Since the last newsletter, a big event at GLYC was the inaugural S.A.S. Southern Cape Inter Schools Regatta. There was an excellent turnout of 36 youngsters. No fewer than 19 schools from Knysna, Mossel Bay, Oudtshoorn and George were represented. These were divided into high school, primary and novice fleets. Thanks to all who assisted in making that a great event.

Last weekend, the Race of Champions was held, after being missed out in the previous two seasons. Six able `Champions’ were rounded up and organised with boats, (for those who didn’t have) and crews. One race was held in a good south easter. Those sailing were Gordon Rivas, Rod Farrell, Guy Brooke Smith, Derek Clarke, Des Herron and Bill Turner.

Guy Brooke Smith, sailing his old boat Sea Fever, was first at the weather mark and stayed at the front of the fleet to the end. He was pursued by a determined Derek Clarke but was able to avoid mistakes to end up in first place.  All enjoyed the experience. Thanks to the GP14 owners for the use of their craft for the event.
Malcolm Osborne, Rear Commodore
SAILING SCHOOL 
The Club may be winding down for winter, but the Sailing School goes on!
Holiday sailing courses will be held at GLYC as follows:
· Each day starts at 10am, and finishes at 4.30pm

· The cost will be R100 per day, with a very small charge for temporary membership lasting for one month for non GLYC members
· If you have 3 children, the third child will only be charged R20

· Please bring lunch and a bottle of water to take out on the boat
· Booking is essential, you may attend one day, or a full course of two days, when you will be able to sail further, and have control of a boat.

· Ages 6 upwards, please specify age so a high school day can be reserved.

· A high school DABCHICK course will be held on Wednesday, 8th April, please put your names down, and bring a friend.

 

There will be holiday courses on:

Monday/Tuesday 6th and 7th April 09, Novice Optimists

Wednesday 8th April, Dabchicks.

Wednesday/Thursday 15th and 16th April 09,  Mirrors and GP14

Monday / Wednesday 20th and 22nd April09

Thursday 30th  April and Friday 1st May 09
 

Please note: All children going to WC Provincials, are welcome to come and train, exercises will be set , and marks laid.
Any queries, phone 082-3779217 or evelyno@telkomsa.net   Looking forward to seeing you there!
 
Evelyn Osborne – Sailing School

FROM THE BOSUN’S LOCKER

(Report from the Vice Commodore and Bosun)

Now that the new ablution block is functioning, the clubhouse has been spruced up and the grounds are looking good, our attention has turned to the old ablution block which is gradually sinking into the primeval slime.   We are in the process of getting quotes either to jack up and stabilise the old building, or to build a completely new one.  Any helpful suggestions gratefully received!
The Committee and Rescue boats continue to require attention.  Just when you think they are running smoothly.... ....they’re not!   The rescue boat trailer needs fixing and the committee boat controls are receiving attention.
Koenie Otto - Vice Commodore                                            Mark Taljard – Bosun
************************************************************************************************

Once again, we thank the sponsors who have made all the difference this year:

SOTHEBYS: If you are buying or selling your property, give Sothebys the first option:  Contact  tim@sirgeorge.co.za.  Sotheby’s have promised to sponsor again next year – our grateful thanks to them.
FC HOLM ARCHITECTS CC  This season’s sponsorship was aimed at promoting Laser sailing at GLYC .  More details from Ferdinand on – Ferdinand@fcholm.co.za
HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
AND HAPPY SAILING!
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