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January 2010

COMMODORE CALLING

What a busy and successful yacht club we are with eager participation from our members, competitive sailing on the lake and plenty of volunteers coming forward to assist with keeping our club running smoothly and making our guests feel welcome, especially at regattas.

The Sotheby’s New Year Regatta held from 1 – 3 January, with 34 craft on the water, did not get the same enthusiastic support as our Interclub in November but was a delight to sail in.  The wind, apart from day one when light, shifty conditions enabled those with New Year hangovers to recover, was always good. Strong winds were the order of the day for most of the regatta so that very competitive sailing was possible.  A full quota of 10 races was held for the senior fleet and all praise must go to the Rear Commodore, Malcolm Osborne, for his arrangements, to the Race Officer Evelyn Osborne and to the Regatta Secretary Fay Jones for their dedication.  Thanks are also due to all those who helped on the water and on the shore to man rescue craft and to assist Vice Commodore Peter Eckford in keeping the ”plumbing” working.  Thank you to many of the regatta entrants, the campers and their families for heeding a plea to conserve water. 

While the New Year Regatta at George Lakes has a proud history of being run with professional exactness and a strict adherence to the Rules of Sailing the fun element has always been present. This year was no exception.  Di Turner and her volunteers excelled themselves in producing some of the best Happy Hours the club has ever seen, while Sandy Joseph’s Fun Prize-Giving’s were eagerly looked forward to after each day’s sailing.  Finally, and most importantly, mention must be made of the generosity of our main sponsors, Sotheby’s.  Thanks to their valued support, both the November Interclub and the New Year Regatta were run at a profit, which will allow money to be put back into the club and into its race equipment.

Predictably, as with any very active club, not everybody is satisfied with the way in which things are being run and the Commodore and his committee have been receiving rather more complaints and suggestions on better ways of doing things than is normal.  All of these, both complaints and suggestions, are being taken very seriously by the Commodore, as they should be.  If a member takes the trouble to put in writing what he or she believes should or should not happen, that member clearly wants to be taken notice of. Such documents are always tabled and discussed fully at committee meetings.

But times are changing and with classic examples like uncle Bob Mugabe up north to remind them, no flag officer or committee member should ever consider himself indispensable, always right and able to cling to power for ever.  If those in charge are not able to adapt to change they should give way to those who can.  In an active sailing club like ours for example, a seventy-year-old Commodore could arguably be viewed as “well over the hill” and unable to change.    With our 2009 -2010 Sailing Season coming to an end (Closing Cruise 11 April)  and our next AGM coming up (Constitutionally this must be held in June) it is time already to start asking who will be available for key positions next year.

CORRECTION:

It is too late to catch the Newspapers with a public correction, but Dave Manley has pointed out that certain reports about his son Timothy’s exploits in the Dabchick class have been misleading:  His fine achievements these past two years have been:
  








3rd in Nationals 2008  (won by Leo Davis)




1st in W.P. Provincials 2009




1st in E.P.  Provincials 2009




1st in Nationals 2009

Press reports that he was “defending his title” implied incorrectly that this was a 2008 National title. 

The above are all still magnificent achievements by a fine sailor who started his sailing at GLYC in an Oppie and they are an inspiration to us all.       

Dave Jones  - Commodore

Important Notices from Vice-Commodore Peter Eckford


· Lake Road has a new 30km/h rather than 40km/h limit and that it is especially important in this exceptionally dry weather to keep speeds down and reduce dust.

· Windsurfing boards are in future to be stored on a rack close to our water line, although numbers will be reduced from 6 to 3 of the best with skegs removed.
Please be careful!!!

Currently, with our low water levels, special care will be necessary when we have S/E winds, which may take the boards and their users out into the lake. It is always important also to be aware of boat traffic when playing on the boards, as the sailors can’t always see the boards in their way.

· Twin Hulls: Again low water levels make it very difficult to launch without a trailer.
· Currently the club has for sale a complete sprung axle unit with road wheels @ R800
 


PLEASE, MUMS AND DADS GIVE THIS TO YOUR JUNIORS TO READ.

Christmas has come and gone and so have two of the three turkeys from the Turkey Regatta.  Information to date is that the Olivieir Family thoroughly enjoyed theirs and that John-Marc is a better sailor than cook. Jayan says he followed the instructions on the packet and let the oven do the rest. A lesson here, “Always read the small print.” His Mum said their family enjoyed theirs too. Rodger Beazley our Radio / Rescue man is waiting for family to join them when there will be more people to enjoy the third bird. The juniors all seemed to enjoy the chocolate cake and there was enough for seniors to have a piece as well. Well done to Evelyn and Malcolm for organising the event. 

Competition at Sotheby’s New Year Regatta was keen with five Teras and four Optimists. They shared the same start but were treated as separate classes. John-Marc and Jonathon were clear winners but I can see that they are going to have some tough competition soon as James Hellstrom and Georgou Divaris are sailing better and better. There are other juniors who have joined in the racing from the Sailing School who are also showing that they are keen.

Thank you to all the juniors who responded and brought ice in bottles or packets for Sunday the 10th. Julian, your arithmetic was spot on - Thank you for selling the beer and cool drinks. To the waiters – Well done – and none of you dropped a plate. We made R530 profit, to add to our funds, which I was very pleased with. We must also thank Roshni and Ebenita for all their hard work in the kitchen. Juniors you were lucky you had some sailing to do so you didn’t have to do the washing-up!!! At a committee meeting on the 14th Jan the go-ahead was given to start pricing and planning the partial closing in of the verandah on the east side of the club house for a comfortable Cool Corner. The Sailing School can also use this space for their theory lessons.

Roshni is going to find a date, suitable for most so that we can talk about Regatta procedures, Flags, Do’s and Don’ts on the start line and basic rules, hopefully before the next regatta.

Don’t forget there is an Inter-club at Knysna on 13th/14th Feb. Knysna has been working very hard at teaching juniors, like you, so I’m sure there will be lots of them on the water. So GLYC needs you there too.

The next big event for you at GLYC is the SAS South Cape Inter-schools 27th 28th Feb. GLYC are the host club with SAS South Cape the organisers. I am sure there will be a large entry from Mossel Bay and Knysna schools. Who is going to take this Title?

There are still 2 ½ months of sailing until the Closing Cruise. Let’s see more of you on the water!!!

From your Development Officer Fay Jones


By Malcolm Osborne (Rear Commodore)
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Sotheby's GLYC New Year Regatta

With an entry of 34 boats, attendance was down a bit from last year, but still enough to form fleets for the Laser (full rig), Laser Radial, Optimist and Tera classes. The senior Open class of 14 boats consisted of Fireballs, Sonnets, GP14's, Dabchicks and a RS Feva. GLYC welcomed visitors from Gauteng, Western and Eastern Cape. Our neighbours, Mossel Bay, supported the event in good numbers.

Three races were sailed on Friday in GLYC's normal, light, southerly wind. Then a good south easter blew on Saturday and no less than 5 races were sailed by the seniors and 4 by the juniors. On the last day, the wind changed to the southwest. Two senior races and one junior race were completed. The 10th senior race brought in the 2nd discard.

In the Optimist class, Jonathan Rees had a clean sweep of firsts to win overall, ahead of Georgou Divaris. Likewise, in the Tera Sport class, John Marc Olivieir had a clear run of firsts, keeping his rival, Dane Henegan at bay in 2nd place.

In the Laser full rigs, Alan Keen also was unchallenged up front, with Alastair Fraser his closest competitor in 2nd place. Jim Foot was the winner in the Laser Radials, ahead of Sandy Joseph. Our Dabchick National Champion, Tim Manley, won the Open class, sailed on Portsmouth Handicap. Fireballs filled the next two places - 2nd place went to Anne & Will Moodie and 3rd to Anthony & Diane Parker.

On the social side, the first evening had a welcoming function of drinks and snacks, with Sandy Joseph handing out some fun prizes to appropriate recipients. The second evening had a well-attended braai, with salads, etc. donated by members. Sandy once again obliged with a fun prize giving. The final formal prize giving took place soon after lunch on Sunday, allowing visitors ample time to depart in the daylight.

Our thanks go to our Sponsors, led by Sotheby's International Realty, for helping to make this a great event.


2010 Port Elizabeth Interclub Regatta

Five clubs (Mossel Bay, Knysna, George Lakes, Algoa Bay and the host Redhouse) competed in the senior fleet for the PE version of the Inter Club regatta. This fleet had 31 boats, of which 20 were some form of Laser. Four clubs competed in the junior fleet (no boats from ABYC). This fleet had 19 boats - 6 Optimists, 6 Tera's, 3 Mirrors, 3 O-9ers and our Dabchick.

GLYC fielded 4 Lasers in the senior fleet (Dave Jones, Evelyn & Malcolm Osborne and Khaya Gould) - the latter on a 4.7 rig. Our junior team had two boats - Jayan Smart on Dabchick and John Marc Olivieir on a Tera.  Our neighbours, KYC, fielded one boat in the senior fleet, a Hobie that completed but one race. However, they also fielded a fleet of 7 boats in the junior division, largely of novices.

6 races were sailed on a basically windward / leeward course, but which followed the meanders of the river. The wind was a fresh south easter on Saturday and a fluky southwest on Sunday.

In the junior fleet, John Marc had a good tussle with the RYC top Teras. He had several good finishes in 2nds and 3rds on handicap, but an OCS in the 1st race in a regatta with no discard was an impediment. He finished in 5th place overall, but might have got to 3rd if it wasn't for not being sure of the starting line in the 1st race. Jayan Smart had to be well ahead of the Mirrors to be able to feature on handicap, but found that the frequent tacks required on the narrow river disadvantaged a single handed Dabchick. He finished 11th overall. Eben & Johan Viviers (Mirror) of RYC won in the junior fleet. Joshua Woolard (Optimist) was 2nd.

In the senior fleet, Malcolm Osborne was able to finish most races 3rd across the line to get to 2nd place overall. Dave Jones got 11th place. Evelyn and Khaya tied on points, but the tie break gave 15th place to Khaya and 16th to Evelyn. Andrew Ward (Laser) of RYC won this fleet 

Counting the top 3 places per club, GLYC achieved 2nd place in the senior fleet and 4th place in the junior fleet. With strength in their numbers Redhouse won both trophies hands down.




After weeks of encouragement my parents finally consented to my “treacherous” journey to Redhouse with cutthroat Jayan and Hang-man Khaya. After their daily dose of Choca-Chino the two of them were even more dangerous but were kept well under control by the Osbornes.

Our first night turned out to be blisteringly HOT. Boere musiek was blaring till 11pm just next to my tent where I attempted to sleep blissfully. At 12 midnight the action started with almost all the campers taking to the water for a swim or midnight sail in 10 knots of wind and 25 degrees Celsius. Unfortunately the wind did not last for the daylight sailing the next day.

It is now quite clear to me why the Redhouse sailors can tack and Jibe sooo well. Sail while the tide is in!

It was quite a disappointment that Jayan and I didn’t even qualify as a junior team and I believe we will need a lot more participants at Knysna Interclub – Hope to see you all there.  J-M

With club sailing having resumed, there are a couple of interruptions in the forthcoming sailing schedule on Island Lake.

Forthcoming attractions:

· Knysna Yacht Club Interclub Regatta

This takes place on the 13 / 14 February, with no racing at GLYC that weekend. This is KYC's Centenary Year, so they want to make this a grand affair – our support is requested.

· Southern Cape Interschools Regatta

On 27 and  28 February, GLYC is hosting the Southern Cape Interschools Regatta. All our juniors are encouraged to take part in this – and get your class mates to come and sail as well. There is no racing for seniors that weekend.


With George Lakes Sailing School

Evelyn Osborne – Sailing School
The New Year has arrived all too quickly. I hope you will all find time to join us regularly sailing at GLYC.

Lessons for the second half of the season will be Friday afternoons from 13:30 and Saturday morning from 09:30. 

All those sailors who have been participating in club sailing are welcome to come on both days for extra time on the water. I will give you certain aspects to practise, while I am training new sailors. There will be rescue. Adults are welcome.

Adult training is from 10.30am – 12noon or 14.30 – 17:00 on Tuesdays. Please tell your friends who wish to sail, to book for one of these lessons. Saturday afternoon adults will also be done on request.

I do need confirmation of booking for adults to ensure the correct boats.

Adult lessons will be a course of four sessions.

Dates to remember are the South Cape Inter-schools on 27/28 February. Start getting your teams together. We need 3 per school. If you are the only one in your school, still come along, it is a great regatta on home waters, with no Adults sailing, so take this opportunity to sail. There will be a novice section.

See you all on the water

Have a great 2010

Regards

Evelyn

Any queries please phone me on 082-3779217 or e-mail me on evelyno@telkomsa.net

From Rodger Beazley

                                   
I am happy to say that the communications problems seem to be over for the most part, the four new yellow Akira radios are all talking to each other so that Bridge + 2 rescue boats + Shore can keep in contact throughout the day's racing.
"Rescue 1"  now has a Rescue Ladder that can be dropped over the side so that swimmers, voluntary or otherwise, can now climb aboard without undue stress - my sincere thanks to the young lady who jumped overboard and was the first to try it out.

I know a lot of people think of a ride on "Rescue 1" as a Jol and for the most part it is but I want everyone to realise that when the going gets rough.... and it does in both senses......"Rescue 1" can be the narrow dividing line between life and death.

For this reason I ask all getting aboard "Rescue 1"  - drivers AND crew - to check that:

(a) There is a working turned on radio aboard

(b) There are spare Life Jackets aboard 
(c) The rescue ladder is secure 
(d) There is a boat-hook to hand and
(e) The towrope is aboard and is not a tangled mess for people to fall over.   
Additional "Grab-handles" are planned but still have to be designed, made up and fitted - all these things take time.
  

SNIPPETS

· GP14 for sale, asking price R.18, 000 but offers will be considered.     Alternatively present owner to retain minority share with option to cruise mid-week - Phone  (044)8501507

· The Club has 3 Oppies and 1 Dabchick surplus to requirement - no reasonable offers refused. All boats are complete with rigs, rudders, etc. 

· There is quite a lot of lost property  - Please speak to Evelyn Osborne to see if any of it belongs to you.
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