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COMMODORE CALLING
How heartwarming it was to see such a good turn-out at the GLYC annual Prize Giving and AGM in our club house on Sunday 8 June.  I know that the lovely winter sunshine and the promise of snacks had something to do with it, but a good turnout at an AGM usually means one of two things:  either members are happy with the way in which their club has been run and are keen to participate to show their appreciation, or they are heartily fed-up and keen to voice their dissatisfaction.   I am pleased to report that from the very positive contributions made when the traditional grumble session was opened to the floor it was the former!   Members were clearly very happy with the way in which their outgoing club President (Thelma Farrell), Commodore (Dave Laing) and Committee have been running things.  Quite right too, as the club has had a very good year in a very difficult climate of uncomfortable change in the administration of sailing in South Africa and of declining participation in the sport.

As a reluctant new Commodore who was actually enjoying a break from committee work, it is a relief to be able to take over a club in such good running order.  Even more encouraging is finding myself with such a competent committee for 2008-09 with some very welcome new blood on it.   For those who could not make it to the AGM, let me introduce your new committee:

President    Dave Laing   -  after a busy two year stint as Commodore returns to his position of guidance.

Commodore   Dave Jones    - has had useful prior exposure as a GLYC Rear Commodore and Secretary.

Vice Commodore   Koenie Otto   -after a spell away from sailing agreed to return to the committee.

Rear Commodore   Malcolm Osborne     - moves up from sec. to a position that suits him very well.

Secretary   Jeannie Taljard –     a relative newcomer to our club is very experienced in this line.

Treasurer    Ant Parker –    one of our top sailors is a skilled professional in the financial field.
Bosun    Mark Taljard -    has been messing about with boats all his life and is keen to contribute.

PRO    No offers     -      Jeannie and Dave J. will handle the empty portfolio between them.

Steward  - Sandy and Frank Witteveen together with marvellous Mathilda will run the galley.

Development Officer   No offers  –      the committee has already co-opted Jeremy Dee.
Committee 1    Ferdinand Holm –     new to our parts, he has sailed a lot and will handle training.

Committee 2    Pamela Metelerkamp –    takes a rest from PRO to handle SWD liaison.

With the new committee so evenly spread between Sedgefield and George,  getting  together for meetings could prove to be a problem in the coming year.  We are therefore putting more reliance on active sub-committees who will meet as they require and will report to the general committee.  

I look forward to a very active year of sailing at GLYC, catering as far as possible for all tastes and appropriate activities.  The club will strive to organise a programme of competitive sailing as usual, but will also promote the use of our facilities for all other appropriate activities such as canoeing and cruising.  Even if members wish only to make use of their club grounds for social activities such as family braais,  they will be made to feel very welcome. 
I love my club and want to see it work well.  I shall welcome positive suggestions on how we can best continue to promote sailing and to encourage active, appropriate family-orientated water sports at our club.

Dave Jones  

Commodore
BUILDING BLOCKS

The new committee is already planning a bit of overdue repair work to the club house and is determined to finish off the new ablution block as soon as possible.   Boatsheds 25 to 35 need attention as the roof is sagging sadly and some of the beams need replacing.   The whole clubhouse and deck need a good wash and varnish and the roof needs de-leaking.  The benches near the braai area need varnishing.   The out-of-commission ablution facilities under the clubhouse may be revamped – all depending on funds and expertise available.  (If any member can offer either of these commodities, please let us know!)
The Bosun will be arranging to have the committee boat trailer wheels put on again (recently nicked), getting the small rescue boat properly functional and fixing the damage to the committee boat caused by vandals. 

Prepare for lots of work parties!!!!!
Koenie Otto

Vice Commodore

SNIPPETS

A few little snippets for you to ponder on during the off – seaon.  Most of it (regrettably) is about money, money, money!
1.   Accounts are going out shortly for the 2008/9 season.  If you pay your subs before 31 July 2008 you will get a 5%  “early bird” discount!   The AGM approved a 10% increase, so that the full membership fee for an ordinary single member is R575 (R546).   (Early Bird rate in brackets).  Please contact the Secretary for a full list of membership categories, including family, juniors, veterans and country folk!   All fees please to be paid by 31 August 2008.  Cheques can be made out to George Lakes Yacht Club and posted to P O Box 477, George, 6530, or deposits and electronic transfers to George Lakes Yacht Club, First National Bank, A/c No. 52291657306, Branch (George): 210114.  Please fax a copy of the deposit slip to 044-8831035.
2.   Membership cards:  A reminder that every member needs an official membership card with a passport sized “mugshot” on them for security reasons.   If you haven’t sent in your gorgeous pic of yourself yet, please do so as soon as you can.

3.   Boatshelters:   A reminder that fees (R275) per annum) for boatsheds are payable with your subs by 31 August 2008. You also need to pay a lesser amount (R75) if you park your boat on the grass.  Boat sheds and patches of grass that haven’t been paid for by the due date will be re-allocated.  Illegally parked boats will have to be removed and eventually disposed of.
4.   Sponsorship: A big thank you to FC Holm Architects CC for their generous sponsorship offer, which starts off by paying for a trailer and the transport of 4 Lasers to the Laser Nationals next weekend!   There’s more to come!  Watch this space for details!

5.   Your voice: This is a two way newsletter – please give us advice, comments and information about anything to do with sailing!  For example – when do you think the sailing season should start?  And do you think we should have a morning race on Sundays as well as sailing in the afternoon? (See below!)

6.   Pilfering:  It’s sad to report that there is petty and not so petty pilfering going on at the club.   Members are kindly requested to report any thefts or suspicious occurrences to a member of the Committee.
Jeannie Taljard

Secretary
WATCH YOUR REAR!
Firstly, to finalise proceedings from last season, here is a list of all the Trophy Awards as presented at the Awards function that took place at the club after the AGM on the 8th June 2008. Congratulations to the recipients!

Senior Trophy List – 2007 / 2008 Season

	Trophy
	Winner

	Frost Bite
	Malcolm Osborne

	Realty Homenet Trophy
	Anthony & Diane Parker

	Millennium Trophy
	Deryk & Barbara Eckersley

	Ma Wyatt Trophy
	David & Rory Laing

	Kim Cup
	David & Rory Laing

	President’s Trophy
	Malcolm Osborne 

	Commodore’s Trophy
	Malcolm Osborne

	Woodwise Trophy
	Bill Turner

	Chris Thomas Trophy
	Dave Jones

	Bell/Langvlei
	Anthony & Diane Parker

	Israelson Trophy
	Sandy Witteveen

	Sotheby’s Trophy
	Malcolm Osborne

	Club Championships:
	

	Overall (Parthenon)
	David & Rory Laing

	Laser (Finn Cup)
	Malcolm Osborne

	GP14 (Fireball Tray)
	Dave Jones & Ian Smuts

	Sonnet (Diesel Electric Trophy)
	Deryk & Barbara Eckersley

	O Class (X Trophy)
	David & Rory Laing

	Verhagen Trophy
	Deryk & Barbara Eckersley

	Parkes Trophy
	Ferdinand Holm

	Sedgefield ARP&P Trophy
	Malcolm Osborne

	Angus Hay Award
	Derek Clarke


Junior Trophy List – 2007 / 2008 Season
	Trophy
	Winner

	Coconut Trophy
	-

	Tom’s Tavern
	Jonathan Rees

	Toppies Trophy
	Jonathan Rees

	Farrell Trophy
	-

	York Cup
	Jonathan Rees

	De Klerk Cup
	

	Jenvey Nissen Trophy
	Jonathan Rees

	Paul Trevelyan Cup
	Khaya Gould

	Dee Trophy
	Julian Leggat


The main task of a Rear Commodore over winter is to compile a new sailing schedule for the coming season, trying to fit in the various trophy series into the available number of sailing days.

I am informed that in the `Good Old Days’, racing was scheduled on Sunday mornings as well. Is there any support for re-instituting this? Perhaps we can try this out initially on an informal basis, i.e. without a formal bridge in the morning. I realise that there isn’t always wind early, but doesn’t it start picking up by 11:00 (sometimes)?

In the sailing schedule, the home and away regattas are also taken into account. A new feature this coming season will be a Southern Cape Interschools Regatta, to be held at GLYC in March. You will hear more about this later.

The E. Cape Championships, which have been held on Swartvlei in September for the past few years, is to be held at Mossel Bay Yacht Club this year. That club is in the process of moving its SAS affiliation from the W. Cape to the E. Cape, as it is encouraging sailing development in its area, with support from SAS Southern Cape. And, in view of this closer relationship with Mossel Bay Yacht Club, we are also looking at an Interclub Regatta at that venue next season. That club is going to be busy – the Youth Nationals are also being scheduled there in December. GLYC will be assisting MBYBC with these events to the best of its ability.

STOP PRESS!!!!  Fantastic news from Sothebys International Realty who have offered much needed sponsorship for the GLYC Interclub Championships and  the New Year Regatta.  Thanks very much to Tim Kirby and Guy Spargo of Sothebys  for their generosity and to Di Turner for her help in making it happen.  Members are urged to support Sotheby’s by giving them first bite of the apple when selling or buying your property .  Contact  Tim on tim@sirgeorge.co.za.
Malcolm Osborne

Rear Commodore
SAILING AWAY
Welcome to the first edition of Sailing Away.

This section of the newsletter will be devoted to the happenings of the “new Sailors “ of GLYC. Yes, those who have entered the realms of sailing, and have discovered how fantastic it is to helm or crew on a dinghy at GLYC.   Of course, leading to bigger boats on bigger  waters. Remember, the world will be your oyster, and may many young and not so young sailors enjoy learning with us, and developing your skills and friendships through sailing.

The 2007/08 season which has just come to a close, saw many young sailors on Island Lake again, vying for the trophies, and not forgetting the “Puppy’s  Bone”. Well done to all of you, and we look forward to seeing you on the water regularly.

Here are dates to diarise for sailing during the winter months. You will be able to ask the questions about rules that are worrying you, and to improve your boat-handling skills before the summer winds arrive. R20 per person, to cover petrol costs. This applies to ALL club members, new and well- established members.

Sunday 20th July 10.30am, Sunday 3rd, 17th, 31st August.  September will be advertised later, as training will step up for the EC provincials at Mossel Bay on 27-29th September. This big regatta is right here at home, which is great for fuel saving. Three other very big regattas planned in our area next season are:
1. Youth Nationals, December 2008, Mossel Bay.

2. New  Year Regatta GLYC over the new year period.

3. Southern Cape Inter-Schools Inaugural regatta GLYC March 2009.
Dates and entry forms to follow.

See you all on the water,

Evelyn Osborne
GLYC Sailing School
