[image: image1.wmf] 

 

 









P O BOX 477   GEORGE 6530

Email:  glyc@glyc.org.za Website: www.glyc.org.za/
SAILING SCHOOL:  082 377 9217

March 2010

COMMODORE CALLING

I remain astonished and delighted by the busy activities of our club.  Sunday racing has remained well supported, apart from those days when sailors have been off sailing in away regattas, while other water-sport members continue to use our facilities with considerable enjoyment.  We are still enrolling new members all the time and our finances remain sound.  What more can any yacht club ask for?

As a yacht club affiliated to SAS (South African Sailing) and thus to the international sailing body ISAF, George Lakes has always been very pedantic about paying its full affiliation fees.  These have never been a burden to the membership because we are careful to contain our own running costs so that affiliation fees are easily accommodated within our relatively modest annual subscription fees.   The club’s full dues for the 2009-2010 season have again been paid in full to the responsible bodies that are SAS for national and international matters and SASEC (S.A. Sailing East Cape) for local and regional matters.  Not all other clubs are as careful about this, but because we continue to do the correct thing, we as a club can speak freely and strongly at any sailing meeting we attend - and your representatives do!

On the table for discussion at the February meeting of the GLYC Committee was a draft budget prepared by SASEC for the next sailing season.  The committee was glad to get this, although not too happy with all of its contents, as it will shortly need to assess expenditure and needs in the club in order to make a recommendation for our club subscriptions 2010-2011 at the AGM in June.  (According to our constitution, the club accounts are closed off at the end of April in order to make such an assessment and for an outgoing committee to make its recommendations at its final meeting in May).  Your committee has accepted the proposed SAS levy (only slightly up from last season) but has queried the SASEC levy where again an increase is proposed.   In view of drastic cuts in running costs the SASEC Office made this past year, with far more being done voluntarily by the clubs than in the past, there seems no need to maintain the levy at so high a level.  Subscription income can better be used closer to home in improving facilities and in providing better sailing.  A lower SASEC levy than that suggested has been proposed for 2010 – 2011 and the GLYC committee awaits the outcome.

With regard to services offered by both SAS and SASEC during the past season, your committee can find much to complain about, but SAS in particular has been hamstrung by a poor return of levies from many clubs and a consequent shortage of funds.  At least one club has even gone the legal route in disputing the need for a SAS levy for all members, which is still not resolved.  This has been making the lawyers involved very happy.  Sadly, whatever the outcome, it will be sailing that foots the bill.  SASEC on the other hand has had a difficult year of restructuring and has also been able to feed relatively little back into local clubs during the past year.   

However, the GLYC Committee is very hopeful that a change is about to occur in SAS/SASEC and in the services it can provide to sailors.  Our own East Cape Region Councillor on SAS, Rob Holden from Mossel Bay, has been sent at SAS expense to a high level coaching course in the UK and on his return will begin a series of local courses designed to train coaches to an acceptable international level based on ISAF standards.  An invitation will shortly go out through the clubs for those who would like to receive such coach training as a path towards formal recognition as Accredited Sailing Coaches.  Hopefully our own club will have more than one active member putting his or her hand up!  

In closing, my congratulations to all those who have supported the club so well and have made our presence felt at a series of local regattas recently at Knysna, at Redhouse and even on our home waters where the S. Cape Interschool Regatta was held in March.  Silverware has at times seemed elusive with mistakes happening in the calculation of results leaving GLYC out in the cold only to be re-instated later, but our Juniors in particular have been flying our burgee high.  Good luck to those top skippers who will be off to various championship regattas over Easter.  It is by being prepared to travel (thank you parents for your willing support) that our club’s competitive standards remain as high as they are and I look forward to a very satisfactory close to our season.

Dave Jones  - Commodore  


 

By Malcolm Osborne (Rear Commodore)
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The 2009 / 2010 Sailing Season is rapidly coming to a close. There aren't many Sunday sailing events left. There is the normal Easter break, where many of our sailors will be sailing at away events, notably at Theewaters, where the Mirror and Fireball Nationals are being held. The following weekend is the Closing Cruise on 11 April.

On that weekend, there will also be Match Racing for the Clive Davy Trophy. David Laing is the current holder of this Trophy.

Challengers are invited to compete for the honour of becoming the new Holder. Please advise me if you would like to become a Challenger. Depending on the number of challengers, match racing will take place in Gypsies on Saturday afternoon and on Sunday, before the Closing Cruise.

Past Events

A recent successful past event at GLYC was the 2nd SAS S. Cape Interschools Regatta. Thanks to good participation from 7 High School teams, coming from George, Mossel Bay, Knysna and Oudtshoorn and 8 Primary School teams from George, Knysna and Mossel Bay, there was a fantastic entry of 36 boats, which made for an excellent event. Even the wind cooperated! 

In the Primary School fleet, Julian Leggatt on Optimist for Holy Cross Primary did well to come out ahead of the other Optimists, Teras and Mirrors in this fleet. His teammates Rory Laing & Reece Rademeyer on Mirror were 2nd overall. But as they only had two boats, team scoring on 3 boats gave this fleet’s overall win to Glenwood House Primary, represented by Nathan Page, Georgou Divaris, both on Optimists, Seth Young and James Koegelenberg on a Mirror and James Hellstrom on an RS Tera, with Jedd Page who won in the Novice section. 

In the High School fleet, the overall individual winner was John-Marc Olivier on a RS Tera Sport, sailing for a Home Schoolers team. 2nd place went to Cundell Statt and Deon Jansen van Rensburg of Knysna High on Mirror and 3rd place to Khaya Gould of Principia College in Oudsthoorn on a Laser 4.7. Only York High had 3 boats in a team, however team scoring gave the overall team win to the Home Schoolers team of John-Marc Olivier and Joppie Naude, both sailing Tera. 

Thanks to all who made this event the success it was.

Forthcoming Event

Even with our scheduled sailing season coming to an end, our facilities and water don't go away! GLYC has been requested by the RS Tera Class to host its inaugural National Championships from 21 – 23 May, 2010.


With George Lakes Sailing School

A fantastic well done to the Glenwood team on winning the Eastern Cape Inter-schools. This Junior team is really sailing well - two in a row!

The winning team consisted of Nathan and Jedd Page, Georgou Divaris, James Hellstrom, Seth Young and James Koegelenberg.

Mila and Khaya also participated in the event for their schools, and all the sailors achieved personal highs. Well done.

Holiday Courses

For the April School holidays, there will be three courses. All courses start at 9.30-4pm, bring your own lunch. There will be a charge of R100 per day, which includes petrol costs, training, theory and practical, and hire of boats if necessary.

The First Course 

This is for Mirrors, Tuesday and Wednesday, 30 and 31 March. We are having visitors from Durban, Redhouse and the local Mirrors. Come along and learn the intricacies of Mirror sailing. This is to prepare for the Nationals over the Easter weekend. Please book with Evelyn. There will be three Mirrors available to use, so book early.

The Second Course

This is for Optimists, on Thursday and Friday 8/9 April. This is for all Optimists sailors. We will take you to the next level; so do not miss this course.

The Third Course

This is for all Dabchick sailors. Thursday 8th April. There will be an excellent Dabchick coach available, so please come along. Book soon to secure a boat. Knysna and Mossel Bay sailors will be at the coaching too.

I look forward to coaching you all during the holidays.

Evelyn Osborne – Sailing School

Any queries please phone me on 082-377 9217 or e-mail me on evelyno@telkomsa.net

Development Officer Fay Jones

It is nearly the end of our Sailing season when you will be all be expected to ask your parents to help you get your boats home so you can get them ready for the 2010 / 2011 sailing season which will start around the end of August, beginning of September. Remember the Closing Cruise is due to take place on 11th April when you can all take your pennants down from the rafters and decorate your boats.

However there was some exciting sailing at Redhouse at the EC Inter-schools Regatta where I believe the Glenwood team did very well indeed. Congratulations to you all. Having had children who played Provincial Hockey and rowed in the schools First Fours, I know what it’s like to ferry children back and forth. Well done parents for your continued commitment and support, I hope you all got a BIG hug at the end of the weekend.

I have no idea, at this stage, whether there is going to be a change in the license charges for boats in the next financial year. Boat licences should be renewed after 1st April. Nobody could give me the relevant information (I think I asked a bit too soon). This information will have to go out with the next news letter or else I will ask Malcolm to send out a News Flash to you all. 

Enjoy the last of the warm-weather sailing.


By Rodger Beazley

At present I find myself concentrating on the three "Rs"........Radios, we now have a set of four which all talk to each other.........Rescue, last Sunday I drove Rescue 1 which I now feel is fully equipped except for one item which I have yet to make and fit..........The third "R" is for "R&D" on features for Rescue 1 and Rescue 2. The "R&D" has turned out to be far more interesting than originally anticipated; the first boarding ladder (2 rungs) was too short and didn't sink. Second ladder (3 rungs) was longer, did sink, volunteer climbed up it successfully. Third ladder was 4 rungs long for Rescue 2 (Mayday), which has a whole lot higher freeboard. A serious discussion with Alwyn Rose who also drives Rescue 1 revealed that the boarding ladder was on the wrong side of the boat - a climber might well reach in and grab the motor control lever which is most certainly not designed as a grab handle - ladder promptly moved to port side ! It was agreed that for both Rescue 1 and 2, it would be far better to install centrally mounted, well knotted ropes rather than grab handles.

Anyone with further ideas please step forward, I want our rescue boats to be as effective as we can get them to be.

Cheers...............RB

Advertisement - GP 14 FOR SALE

Sail No 10624  - Umhlopogaas (Umph!)

TOP CONDITION FIBRE GLASS HULL

FULL RACE CONDITION

1. Good racing record and fully registered.

2. Two suites Sails + Spinnakers.  (One suite nearly new)

3. Galvanised Launching Dolly

4. Brand new boat cover – unused.

5. Spare rudder

REASON FOR SELLING?

Fay is unable to crew any longer

So this fine craft is collecting dust.

TO VIEW

Dave & Fay Jones

19 Andries Pretorius Street

The Island

SEDGEFIELD

Phone:

044  - 343 1407

Email:

daveandfay@gmail.com
R 7000   onco for a buyer keen to sail actively at GLYC
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