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COMMODORE CALLING

From the desk of Dave Jones

Sept 2009 

By the time this GLYC Newsletter appears, your Commodore together with your Development Officer will be in Portugal in the historic port of Porto, where all of the real Port Wine comes from rather than from Calitzdorp.  We shall undoubtedly enjoy watching interesting shipping in this historic port and it may still be warm enough (autumn by then) for some sailing dinghies to be active.  However, we shall actually be spending more time in the local mountains. Dave is attending as the South African representative, an annual meeting of the International Union of Alpine Associations.

However, there is such a willing and competent crew running our club and serving on committee, that our absence will scarcely be noticed.  This same hard-working committee has noted with appreciation the positive response to a call for more volunteers to get involved in the day to day running of the club, especially on our busy Sundays.  There have been volunteers in particular to help the Duty Officers to get Rescue Boats and Committee Boats ready for the Sunday racing programme and this help is very much appreciated.  However, even when they are not on duty, active sailors are asked to keep an eye on the Duty Officer to see when he needs help.  Lugging heavy fuel tanks, batteries and buoys with all their ground tackle can be quite taxing for some of our more senior members.  Then of course there is the regular call for “all hands” that you need to respond to when launching and recovering the rescue duck. 

Thanks to the ongoing efforts of Peter Eckford and his every-second-Thursday helper Ryan, the clubhouse and the grounds are looking good and there are many little improvements to be seen if you look around.  However, here too a little bit of volunteer help will be welcome.  In order to save costs, we do not hire any cleaning staff so that your clubhouse and the toilets too, are actually being swept and cleaned by members. Usually from the committee when they arrive early enough.   So if our facilities do not always meet hotel board standards please be understanding and, where possible, do your bit to assist. This brings me to another point.

Usage of our club during the week has expanded greatly with the active participation of so many new juniors in the Sailing School’s programme.  These juniors and their family supporters are more than just welcome as they are all potential new members and tomorrow’s active sailors, but all this activity is putting our ablution facilities under strain.  Because we are in a conservation area, wastewater goes into a conservancy tank, which must be pumped out when full.  Peter Eckford monitors the level of this tank and a Honey-Sucker is summonsed as quickly as possible when needed.  However, there are ways in which members can help and which are in tune with a general call to save water.  Do not flush unnecessarily and please be sparing when showering.  A final useful hint is that the old toilets behind the clubhouse remain in good working order and can always be used if the main conservancy tank begins to overflow.  These toilets are on a different system.

Turning to more savoury matters, I should like to wish good luck to our large GLYC team heading for the E.P. Provincial Championships in Mossel Bay, while I jet off overseas.  I shall look forward to hearing how well it did when I return which will be in time for our club’s next big event.  This is the GLYC Interclub Regatta over the weekend of 7/8 November.   Even without our usual influx of visiting yachtsmen, it will be a big regatta given the growing support for all our own internal races and there will be plenty of opportunity to offer assistance to the organisers.  In this respect, a wonderful example has already been set some of our very-senior members.   Neil Metelerkamp and his wife Norma have agreed to run the bridge while Rod, no doubt with the help as always of Thelma, has offered to be Regatta Secretary.

Finally, in closing, a sincere vote of thanks to the Leggatt family for kidnapping their international sailing star Nick on Monday 21st for a very stimulating video-slide presentation of what it takes to be a professional sailor.  The presentation was greatly enjoyed by all who were able to make it and with the combined efforts of all on committee; a very pleasant and smooth running evening was the result.  Takings at the door and in the bar will go towards your club’s Development fund.

Feedback on 2009 E. Cape Championships

 – By Malcolm Osborne

A large fleet of sailing boats competed in the 2009 Eastern Cape Sailing Championships, hosted by Mossel Bay Yacht & Boat Club over the September long weekend.

As well as good attendance from the local clubs - KYC, George Lakes and Mossel Bay, there were also entries from Port Elizabeth, Pretoria, Johannesburg and a large contingent from Cape Town.


There were no less than 123 boats competing in the various classes, which ranged from Optimist to the 505 dinghy and the Mosquito catamarans. The 505 and Mosquito classes were sailing their National Championships in conjunction with this event. They had a separate course seaward of the rest of the fleet, which sailed on a course closer to the beach.

Sailing commenced on Friday in a moderate southwest wind. Unfortunately the wind direction tended to decrease and to swing during the day, requiring the marks to be moved between races. Two races were completed. These changeable conditions persisted on the Saturday, but races were completed in the light conditions. A cold front brought wind and rain on Saturday night. Sunday morning was wet, but a good wind from the northwest produced good sailing conditions, to the satisfaction of those who prefer the more strenuous sailing.

GLYC's best result came in the new RS Tera class, which had 10 boats sailing. The winner here was our John Marc Olivier, who won four of the eight races, to win comfortably in his first major regatta - well done! Jonathan Rees finished a creditable 7th in a big fleet of 22 Optimists.  In the Dabchick class, there was a fleet of 12 boats. The winner was Timothy Manley, sailing for ZVYC. Jayan Smart got 11th place. There were 8 Mirrors, some of whom just recently returned from Mirror World Championships in Wales.  The Defence team of Howard Leoto & Loyiso Jamda got a comfortable 1st place.  The new team of Cundell P Statt and Rory Laing got 3rd place. Khaya Gould & Joshua Hogan were 6th. 

In the small fleet of 7 Laser 1's, Bill Turner came up to 2nd place, behind Lance Burger, who won all the races.  The Fireball's had a fleet of 5 boats. It was comfortably won by Will Moodie and Paul Vivian, with Anthony & Di Parker 3rd and David & Mandy Laing 4th. In the 505 class, sailing Nationals, there was a fleet of 12 boats. `Our' team of Rudolph and Ferdinand Holm did well to finish 2nd overall behind the PSC team of Peter and Thomas Funke.

A bit of Housekeeping from Peter Eckford

(For those of you who don’t know him yet, Peter is usually seen wearing a blue hat)

The Park home Gents unit now contains a urinal, which is easily accessible from both the clubhouse and braai area. Using this will save water and reduce the times we need to empty our tank @ R450.

 

The issue of SANpark permits has progressed well (thanks to Jeanne and Fay) though there are still more to be issued. We are extending the deadline to end of October after which boats and canoes will NOT be allowed to launch from our club without a licence. Boat owners must see me with R100 fee whilst owners of canoes simply complete a form displayed in our clubhouse from which I will issue the licence free of charge.

 


From your Development Officer Fay Jones

PLEASE, MUMS AND DADS GIVE THIS TO YOUR JUNIORS TO READ.

When you get your boats ready for a race – rigging right – centreboards working etc. things don’t end there!!!  YOU MUST ALSO PREPARE YOURSELVES 

That means, Go and read the Course card, not only for the course but also more importantly:

WHAT TIME IS YOUR START

Which start is yours?

And if at a Regatta where in the sequence your start is.

Learn your FLAGS.  We use numerals but other Bridge crews 

might use letters of the alphabet.

We have 3 posters with the flags around our clubhouse. At a regatta ask an adult, better still, the regatta secretary to show you what your Start/ Class flag is. And look at the class flag of the start before you so you know, on the water, how much time you have.

When I come back from my trip overseas, unless you are a complete novice I will not answer questions from the bridge if it is obvious that you have not looked at the board. And if you ask a friend he /she may have got it wrong and then you are both in the soup/deep water.

So please learn to prepare yourselves as well as your boat and get yourselves on the water in time so you can do a practice start.

Happy sailing !! See you in November. And remember there is an Inter Club Regatta 7/8 Nov and if you want to win the Junior Trophy for your club as many of you as possible must be on the water. It is often numbers that count. Remember Mossel Bay has lots of juniors and Knysna have a programme training juniors. So there could be good numbers from other clubs. Please don’t let GLYC down.

Your quiz this month – come on – give it a try!

TRUE /FALSE

A) Numeral. 1. Is a white pennant with a blue circle in the middle.

B) When the Black flag is flying you can sail back and forwards over the start line before the start.

C) When the General recall flag flies for the start before yours then your start is delayed.

Please email your answers to: daveandfay@gmail.com


By Malcolm Osborne (Rear Commodore)






October 2009

The major regatta in this area – the Eastern Cape Sailing Championships held at Mossel Bay is reported on elsewhere in this newsletter, but from a club aspect, our rescue boat was loaned to the event. John Young, Mark Taljard and Evelyn Osborne manned it – thanks to these persons for their time. The boat itself coped adequately on the sea – a different environment it normally operates in.

The next big regatta takes place on our Island Lake – the annual Sotheby’s Interclub Regatta, so you don't have travel any further. This is on the 7th and 8th November 2009. Visitors are expected from Port Elizabeth (Redhouse), Mossel Bay and Knysna clubs. Good support from our GLYC sailors is requested at this regatta to help win the Interclub Trophy against strong competition from the other clubs. More information will be provided in the next few days.

Other sailing news is that the week after the Mossel Bay event, a team of 5 young sailors from this area went to compete in the SAS Kwa Zulu Natal Youth Championships, sailed at Henley Midmar Yacht Club. One of these was our John Marc Olivier, winner of the Tera class at Mossel Bay. And guess what? John Marc came first in this class again – congratulations! He won all the races and was one of two in this class that sailed all the races, even when it was blowing a gale on the last day.


 Evelyn Osborne – Sailing School

Folks, 

The season is rushing by, and it is good to see so many juniors on the water. Keep sailing, and look at your calendar to check which event is on.

Experience is always gained by sailing regularly, whether the wind is light or strong.

Newcomers are always welcome for training; feel free to bring a friend.

 

Training Schedule:

Friday afternoons - Optimist and O9rs, start 14:00

Saturday mornings - Optimist and O9rs, start 09:30

Saturday afternoons  - Dabchick and Mirrors, start 14:00

Sunday morning 11.30 rig and discuss for the racing, with warm-up.

Adults, please phone me, courses can be arranged at any time, preferably with at least 2 on the course.

 

During the school holidays in December, there will be a course on 14th and 16th for juniors, and ADULTS on 15th December.

During January the 4th and 6th for juniors, with ADULTS on 5th 

 

Please book for these courses.

Optimist Training Camp at Zeekoe Vlei – 24 to 25 October 2009

Once again all levels are catered for:

· From beginners 

· To Novice 

· To A Fleet 


Really silly not to go, make some new friends, learn loads and most of all have FUN!
 

Any queries, please phone me on 082-3779217 or e-mail me on evelyno@telkomsa.net
SNIPPETS

· The “Rack Rate” for both Optimists and Canoes is confirmed as R 150.

Thanks once again to Sotheby’s for sponsoring our regattas! 


Don't forget – Please contact them first if you are buying or selling property. Their website – www.sirgeorge.co.za
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